
L A  C E B A D I L L A  E S T A T E S

 9

Rancho de la Cebadilla
La Cebadilla Estates is named after the 
La Cebadilla cattle ranch that was once 
in our area. At the last annual meeting, 
Nov. 14th, 2011, we enjoyed hearing the 
reminiscences of Armando Carrillo, the 
grandson of the original owner of the La 
Cebadilla ranch, as documented by Jorga 
Riggenbach in her history of the Tanque 
Verde valley, The Agua Caliente Chronicles 
which I encourage you all to read 
(revised ed., 1997, currently out of print 
but available in the reference section at 
the Kirk-Bear Canyon Library). I later 
had the pleasure of interviewing Colonel 
Carrillo in his home and looking over 
family photos and documents with him.

Armando was born 8 September 1926 in 
Tucson and raised there but he spent his 
childhood visiting the ranch. His 
grandfather, Eduardo Carrillo, 
purchased land north of the Tanque 
Verde wash from an uncle and started 
the Rancho de la Cebadilla, named for a 

type of wild barley native to the area. In 
response to a question after the annual 
meeting about the size of the ranch, 
Armando said that it extended north 
beyond what is now Agua Caliente Park 
and into Redington Pass. Another ranch 
south of the wash that was to eventually 
become the Tanque Verde Guest Ranch 
was owned by Emilio Carrillo, who was 
said not to be related to Eduardo. 

Eduardo Carrillo was the nephew of 
Leopoldo Carrillo, a wealthy merchant 
and land owner, who brought Eduardo 
from Mexico in the 1870s. Before starting 
the ranch, Eduardo Carrillo worked at 
Steinfeld’s department store in Tucson, 
then ran a store for Isadore Solomon in 
Solomonville, Graham County, east of 
Safford. While there, he was granted the 
right to the “EC” brand, on 1 July 1897, 
by the Live Stock Sanitary Board of the 
Territory of Arizona.

His wife, Dolores (b. 1869), was a 
Velasco, another well known Tucson 

Survey map of Rancho de la Cebadilla

Eduardo Carrillo and Dolores Velasco de 
Carrillo, Solomonville, Feb. 2, 1890
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family. Her father, Carlos Velasco, a 
lawyer, owned El Fronterizo, a weekly 
Spanish newspaper that ran from 
1878-1914, and was also one of the 
founders of the Alianza Hispano-
Americana, a society that originated in 
1894 to provide insurance and social 
activities for Mexican-Americans. 
Eduardo and Dolores had fourteen 
children, their son Arnold being 
Armando’s father.

The La Cebadilla ranch house was 
situated near the pond. The former Civil 
Conservation Corps buildings, which 
were on lots 73-76, became the main 
ranch house in the 1940s. Dolores was an 
excellent cook and Armando recalls a 
dining table big enough to seat 30 
people. There was always a large pot of 

beans atop the mesquite-burning stove 
and, of course, as a cattle ranch there 
was always plenty of beef served. 
According to Armando, the ranch had 
200-300 head of cattle. To help run the 
ranch, Eduardo employed the Valdez 
family. Don Ramon Valdez was held in 
great respect for his skills as a cowboy. He 
taught Armando “everything about 
horses”.

Armando Carrillo excelled in sports, 
received a degree in education at the 

University of Arizona and then had a 
distinguished career in the army, serving 
in three wars. After seven years as Chief 
of Plans and Operations in Panama, he 
retired as a Colonel. In his childhood, 

however, he had envisioned a future on 
the La Cebadilla Ranch. “When I was a 
boy of 10 or so I was sure that my life was 
going to be spent out there in those 
mountains, that I was going to be a 
cowboy herding cattle.” Though he looks 
back with fondness on his time on the 
ranch, he has no regrets. “I felt I owed a 

duty to my country and that I paid back 
by being a soldier.”

Armando’s father, Arnold (b. 1900), 
joined the postal service in 1920 and then 

left in 1955 to become a deputy sheriff. 
Arnold helped his father, Eduardo, out at 
the ranch and kept the books. When a 
dispute arose over the boundary of the 
ranch with Jim Converse, who had 
purchased the Tanque Verde Ranch, 
Arnold arranged to have the land 
resurveyed by Phillip Contzen, a relation 

Rudy Carrillo, who worked on the ranch when owned 
by his father, Eduardo, and subsequent owners.

Armando Carrillo, 4, with his brother, Arnold Jr., 6, in 
1930 on their father’s favorite horse, Indio.

 Col. Armando Carrillo, December 2011



L A  C E B A D I L L A  E S T A T E S

 11

by marriage who had provided an earlier 
survey. Converse, by all accounts a 
difficult man, had been following the 
erroneous advice of a ranch hand who 
told him that the course of the Tanque 
Verde River had changed so he fenced off 
land north of the wash with barbed wire 
to designate it as his. Armando recalls 
one day the men of the La Cebadilla 
ranch arming themselves and mounting 
horses. Although he had been told to stay 

home with his brother, they followed the 
men at a safe distance and watched as 
the riders looped ropes attached to 
the pommels of the saddles over the 
fence stakes and then, all at once, 
pulled them out. The men then 
dismounted and proceeded to cut the 
barbed wire.

The ranch was purchased from 
Armando’s grandmother, Dolores 
Carrillo, in 1945 by Joe Hartsell who 
in turn sold it to Augustus Kiefer 
Mayer. Armando’s uncle, Rudy 
Carrillo, stayed on at the ranch and 
worked for Hartsell and Kiefer 
Mayer until his death in 1974. The 
ranch was next purchased by 
Raymond Bidegan and then, like the 
Wentworth Ranch to the west, was 
developed as a residential area.

LCE is grateful to Armando Carrillo 
for sharing his memories of Rancho 
de la Cebadilla and his photographs. 
A selection of the Carrillo photo-
graphs are on the LCE website.: http://
www.cebadilla.org/lce2/photos.htm

Monique Kornell

Rudy Carrillo

“EC” brand of Rancho de la Cebadilla, 
photo: Jorga Riggenbach

Arnold Carrillo, cooling off in one of the La Cebadilla ponds, 1930.


