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La Cebadillan

Dear Neighbors,

  As we are preparing the final inserts for the Annual Newsletter this year, the weather has been gorgeous, much warmer 
than usual for mid-February.  Downright hot, in fact.  The flowers are blooming, the birds gregarious.  La Cebadilla and Tuc-
son continue to enjoy some of the best weather in the United States.  We hope you have been taking advantage of our early 
spring.

  Welcome to all our new residents in the last year.  We do not, unfortunately, always have the opportunity to meet our new 
residents and learn a little about their backgrounds and how they came to La Cebadilla.  We do have two social events in 
most years, a spring family picnic at our Lake, and a Holiday Party.  We also have our annual meeting of residents in Novem-
ber, when we elect new directors.  If you haven’t been able to attend one of those, you may not have met many neighbors.  
We apologize for that.  We do not believe we are unfriendly.  But many of us relish the privacy that La Cebadilla offers and 
we don’t always think to go out of our way to meet and greet new neighbors.  We will try to do better.  Please remember 
that your board is here to serve you and, if you ever have a question about La Cebadilla, you can contact any board mem-
ber.  In addition, our board meets on the second Monday of every month (except from June-August), and all residents are 
welcome to attend.  If you are new to La Cebadilla, why not stop in to introduce yourselves at the beginning of one of our 
meetings?  We’d love to meet you. 

   For new and “seasoned” residents alike, we have been moving more and more to communication by email.  Please contact 
Joy Phoenix and provide her with updated contact information, especially an email address if you haven’t given us one 
before.  We send out alerts about lost animals and the occasional security concern, but we don’t feel we inundate you with 
useless information.

   Our Lake continues to be a (semi) natural wonder that arguably has no comparison in this part of the Sonoran desert.  As 
such, it continues to attract non-residents who fish (or party) there, and often leave lots of trash.  To help our Lake Patrol rec-
ognize you as an authorized user, please use your LCE bumper sticker or bright green pass whenever using the Lake.  Also, 
please do not tell every one of your friends that they can all use the Lake anytime as your guest.  A limited number of guests 
are permitted, but they must have the pass with them so they can be verified as authorized.

  Finally, as we say every year, we always need new volunteers for our committees and our board.  Please consider serving 
along with us!  It is not hard, does not require special background or training, and is a great way to meet neighbors and to 
keep up with what is going on here in La Cebadilla.  Thank you to all who have served in the past and are serving now.  
 
Timothy Demers, President 

A NOTE FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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BOARD MEETINGS

  Board Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. at 
Tanque Verde Elementary School, 2600 N.    
Fennimore Ave.
  If you plan on attending a meeting, please   
contact the President to make sure it has not 
been cancelled.

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
MEETING DATES

2016 ANNUAL EVENT DATES
(Provisional)

Family Lake Party  - April 10

Holiday Party - December 4

January 11
February 8
March 14
April 11
May 9

September 12
October 10
November 14 
(Annual mtg)
December 12

Community Trails
Cindy Cusack, Chair

  The committee has been busy this year.  We have made a new trail east of Camino Cartamo bordering on the 
wash.  The erosion was so bad that we had to clear trees and bushes to move the trail further inland.  We have cut 
many branches and prickly pear to make trails easier to use.  The biggest accomplishment was being able to clear 
the wire fencing and signs from the wash between Camino La Cebadilla and Camino Cartamo. It looks so clean 
and inviting!  

  Our next project is painting the rocks at the trail heads. If anyone has any input please feel free to contact me.     
My email is:  mypalinc@aol.com 

“Imagine what our real neighborhoods would be like if each of us offered, as a matter of course, 
just one kind word to another person.”    -Mr. Rogers

Front page photo “Morning on LCE Lake” 
by Peggy Koch

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President                                                     Tim Demers
Vice-President                                               Arvie Lake
Treasurer                                                       Gerry Beal
Secretary                                                       Jeff Turner
Director                                            Edward Bartholemy
Director                                                   Thomas Beglin
Director                                                      Donna Byers
Director                                                       Rick Rupkey
Director                                                         Lyn Withey

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Architectural                                                   Arvie Lake
Community Trails                                      Cindy Cusack
Deed Restrictions                                        Tim Demers
Directory                                                      Joy Phoenix
Lake                                                             Joe Seeger
Lake Patrol                                                 Judy Temple
Landscaping                                                Peggy Koch
Mailboxes                                                    Rob Temple
Newsletter                                   Ashlie Counts-Jenkins
Nominating                                                 Donna Byers
Roads                                               Wendy Canterman
Security                Tom Beglin
Social                                                 Michelle Kershner
Website                                                       Grant Bright
Email Alert Coordinator                         Andrea Padinha

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Architectural Committee
Arvie Lake, Chair

  The Architectural Committee received and approved twelve applications during the period from November 
2014 through October 2015.  The applications included:

     

  

  In addition to the above approvals, the committee monitored progress and completion of several projects 
previously approved.
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  1    Dog Facility                                                                                                                 
  1    Swimming Pool
  1    Carport Addition
  1    Storage Shed
  3    Exterior Paint Color

  1    Barn
  1    Guest House/Garage
  1    Entrance Gate
  1    Residence Remodel
  1    Driveway Paving



Mailbox Committee
Rob Temple, Chair

  Rob Temple, assisted by his grandson “apprentices,” made four replacement mailbox posts this year when 
requested. One refurbished box was also supplied to a resident. Rob has noticed a few mailboxes and posts that 
don’t have the LCE logo in the neighborhood. Replacement posts and boxes are paid for by HOA fees, so resi-
dents should avail themselves of this perk.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

Lake Committee
Joe Seegar, Chair

  The lake is holding up well.  The flow from the spring to the cistern is 15 gallons per minute, which is unchanged 
from last year.  Alum treatment of the lake was done in the spring by David Walker and Rob Temple.  This nicely 
cleared up the water and inactivated the sediment.

  The east side of the spillway was repaired last January and the large cottonwood root responsible for the dam-
age was removed.  The boardwalk over the spillway and the dock were repaired by Rob and his grandson during 
the summer.

  The non-native palm tree along the south shore of the lake was removed this summer, and a large non-native 
salt cedar tree at the spring lot was also removed this fall.  Sedges and cat tails along the lake shore were again 
sprayed this fall.

  There is quite a bit of buffelgrass along the north end of the lake which is currently being removed and several 
mesquites need to be freed of mistletoe.

  The annual lake cleanup will take place in late March,  but a date has not yet been set.

Deed Restrictions Committee
Tim Demers, Chair

   The Deed Restrictions Committee did not receive any formal complaints during the period from November 
2014 through October 2015.  The Committee has responded to several informal inquiries and comments on vari-
ous construction projects throughout the neighborhood.  The Committee is still monitoring a violation on one 
lot from a prior year.

   The Committee continues to see “automatic violations” from residents who have constructed improvements 
but never filed with the Architectural Committee.  All improvements must be filed with and approved by the 
Architectural Committee; if no approval is obtained, the improvement is an automatic violation of the deed 
restrictions until cured by an after the fact filing.  This has come up several times in the last few years with sales 
of homes.  Note that the existence of an unapproved improvement can hold up the sale of the home, as title 
companies can prevent the closing.  

   Finally, we continue to see contractors advising residents that no Architectural Committee approval is neces-
sary for solar generating installations.  This is NOT the case, any solar installation must be pre-approved by the 
Architectural Committee.l

three

Lake Patrol Committee
Judy Temple, Chair

  Thanks to the hardworking 8 LCE residents on the committee, plus patrols by Cactus Security during high-
trespassing season, activity around the lake has been fairly quiet. Trespassers still outnumber residents taking 
advantage of the lake’s wonderful fishing and wildlife. At least a bag’s worth of trash is left scattered each week 
at the lake for residents to pick up. If more LCE homeowners used the lake, trespassers would be discouraged 
and we could save the expense of a security company.  In order to minimize calls to the Sheriff, LCE residents and 
their guests should display either the large LCE pass available for your windshield or the LCE bumper sticker, both 
available from Joy Phoenix. Anyone who sees suspicious activity at the lake is encouraged to call the Sheriff’s 
non-emergency phone number, 520-351-4900, and request an officer’s presence.
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Newsletter 
Ashlie Counts-Jenkins, Editor

  
  I’m finding it hard to corral newsletter items and would greatly appreciate it if all of our residents could send 
me pictures, article ideas AND neighbor news to me throughout the year. I’d love to know about new neighbors, 
a neighbor life event, award, or an issue that will affect those of us who live in the Tanque Verde Valley. If you hear 
of anything you think would be of interest to your neighbors, drop me a line. My email is:  acountsjenkins@gmail.
com.

  Special thanks go to Peggy Koch and Jonathan Derbridge who sent in photos when a plea was sent out. We 
have such talented neighbors!  And a very BIG thank you to Sandy Napbombejra and Monique Kornell for their 
extraordinary proofreading skills!

Roads Committee
Wendy Canterman, Chair

  We saw quite a bit of rain this year, which left us with a large amount of potholes on Redington Road, as well as 
some of the other neighborhood roads. I appreciate the neighbors who took the time to notify me of the prob-
lem areas.  Pima County repaired the potholes in a very timely manner, first working on the major roads and then 
later, taking care of the lesser-traveled neighborhood roads. 

  The wooden road sign at the corner of Redington Road and Camino Cartamo East, which was vandalized a few 
months back, has been repaired.  The remaining wooden road signs continue to be holding up nicely after the 
preventive maintenance that was completed a few years back.

  I have not been notified of any new graffiti problems since the one complaint we had last year of graffiti, in the 
road at the intersection of La Cebadilla and Placita Buen Dia. If you do spot any graffiti, the Pima County graffiti 
removal hotline number is 520-792-8224. Pima County will come out and clean up any graffiti in our neighbor-
hood, as long as it has been reported to the Sheriff’s Department. The Sheriff’s number is 520-351-4900. 

  All requests for major road repair or cleanup should be channeled through the Roads Committee or, anyone 
having a complaint about the condition of the roads can call Pima County (520-740-2639) and file a complaint 
directly.

  If you need to contact me about any areas of concern, feel free to call me at 520-977-4126.

Storm Clouds Over the Rincons
by Peggy Koch

COMMITTEE REPORTS
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Website Committee
Grant Bright, Chair

  Our webmaster reports that certain parts of the website continue to be password protected for viewing by LCE 
residents only (for example, the Treasurer Reports and Board Meeting Minutes.) Password information for resi-
dents is published in the La Cebadilla Directory.

  The majority of the visitors to our website continue to be non-residents.  Non-residents continue to be restricted 
in terms of what information they can view without a password. All LCE residents should periodically review the 
“Postings of La Cebadilla Estates Safety and Security Issues” found on the “Announcements” page of the website. 
Updates are made to the website on a continuing basis. 

  The members of the Board of Directors should submit any changes to the webmaster (Grant) in a timely man-
ner. This includes minutes of the monthly/annual board meetings, Board and Committee member changes and 
information regarding upcoming social events and committee reports. 
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Security Committee
Tom Beglin, Chair

  2015 was a relatively quiet year for security. There was one residential burglary and several incidents of vandal-
ism around the lake.  In one incident, information obtained by alert residents provided useful information to 
the Pima County Sheriff’s Department (PCSD) that lead to the arrest of suspects for a similar incident in a nearby 
neighborhood.  Diligent and alert residents are a great deterrent to criminal activity.  If you see something 
strange or unusual, say something.  You can contact the PCSD at their non-emergency number of 520-351-4900.  
In case of emergency, call 911. Sometimes making your presence known, or simply taking a photo of a suspicious 
vehicle with your smart phone, can help deter criminal activity.  Please help our neighbors and community by be-
ing alert to unusual or suspicious activity around La Cebadilla and reporting it when you see it.

  A great resource that covers a large number of public safety topics is the Neighborhood Resource Guide pub-
lished by the Pima County Sheriff’s Department. 
It is available online at http://pimasheriff.org/files/4614/5012/1043/NRG_11-15_Edit.pdf

  With the unusually warm and dry weather this February, residents are reminded that brush fires are a potential 
threat.  Residents are encouraged to keep underbrush and grasses (particularly buffelgrass) under control to 
minimize fuel for any possible brush fire.

Going...going...
by Jonathan Derbridge

COMMITTEE REPORTS
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Treasurer

  The annual Treasurer’s 
report is available on the La 
Cebadilla website: cebadilla.
org under “Legal Docs.” Login 
information can be found on 
the front page of your LCE 
Directory.

2015 Rainfall

The average annual 
rainfall for 2015 was 

18.895 inches as 
recorded by 

resident Donna 
Byers. 
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ANNUAL FAMILY LAKE PICNIC
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  The 2015 Family Picnic was organized by Tam Wilson, and even with the unusual cloudy day, turnout from our 
neighbors was good. Mike Headrick and his bluegrass band of friends provided lively music, children had their 
face painted or played games. The adults shared news and caught up with each other and enjoyed the plentiful 
food and drinks, which included gluten-free and vegetarian choices. All in all, another great picnic!

   This year’s picnic will be held (weather permitting) on April 10th. Tam Wilson has volunteered to do it again and 
could use some help (especially setting up and taking down.) If you want to help or need more information, con-
tact Tam at tkv957@gmail.com.                                                                                 (Photos below taken by Ashlie Counts-Jenkins)
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   Eugene Karey - Age 80, passed away on April 17, 2015.  Gene was a wonderful, loving, 
devoted husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather who was known for his quick 
wit and determined will. He is survived by his wife of 58 years, Dorothy (Dorrie); son Ken-
neth Karey, PhD and wife Karin; grandson Erik and his wife Alexandra and great-grandson 
Benjamin Karey, and his granddaughter Jennifer Karey, and step-grandson Andrew Perry. 
He was preceded in death by his daughter, Dr. Susan Banchy. Gene was born December 
26, 1934 and raised in Buffalo, NY where he attended Erie Technical College and where he 
began his career with IBM before relocating to Tucson, AZ in 1978. He retired from IBM in 
1990. He served proudly in the United States Army and Air National Guard of the Reserve 
of the US Air Force, and defended our country during the Korean War.

   A memorial service was held at on April 27, 2015 at St. Francis de Sales Church, 1375 S. 
Camino Seco, Tucson, AZ.  In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you consider a donation 
to the ASPCA (www.aspca.org).

   Lisa and Michael Allen moved into 13110 E Placita Las Avenas.

  Susan and John Bell  have purchased 13788 E Camino Cartamo 
and want to take the opportunity to say “hey” to our neighbors.  
This is the 3rd time that we’ve owned a home in Tucson, and the 
2nd house in La Cebadilla. I think that since we are retired now, 
we might settle down here for awhile. We appreciate the peace 
and the peeks at nature that we really enjoy. (Well, most of it.  
Anyone have advice on the javelina/garbage can issue?  Banging 
pots and pans don’t seem to work.)
  John and Susan have slightly different interests.  John would 
like to start riding a motorcycle again and is always looking for 
guys to go with.  He also likes to scuba dive, and enjoys going on 
trips that include that.  I think he’d like a boat eventually and talks 
about getting his pilot’s license and a plane.
  We are both big readers, hikers, and also enjoy desert gardening.
I love to look at the stars and planets, and am hoping to get a 
telescope, maybe find a teacher who’d inform me as to what I am 
looking at.  I also love the rocks around here - I’d like to know what minerals I’m looking at, their age, etc.  Anyone 
have an extra microscope that I could buy and show me how to use it?
  My absolute true love is horses.  I don’t have a horse or a barn.  I take lessons 2-3 times a week at Raven Ranch 
on Harrison; it’s 3 hours of heaven.  Horses have such different personalities, they are wonderful creatures.  I 
am hoping to lease a horse soon so that I can really see all of the work/money/and ? that goes into owning one 
without actually owning him/her yet.  Of course, John would have to build a stable, set up some round pens, tack 
room, some fenced-in area if and when I do buy a horse or two. I guess all I really can say is we have retired so 
that we can do a lot of stuff!

  Jacques Blanchard and Renee Ridgeway relocated to 12825 E Cape Horn Dr.

  Allyson Danielson moved into 13316 E Placita Algodon.

  Jonathan and Akiko Derbridge have made their new home at 13945 E Camino Cartamo and are almost 3 
years into LCE life, having recently moved down the road from 14045 to 13945 Camino Cartamo.  Both work at 
the University of Arizona. Akiko is the College of Pharmacy International Program Coordinator and a PhD student 
in the College of Education, researching higher education finance.  Jonathan is a PhD student in wildlife con-
servation at the School of Natural Resources and the Environment, where he studies ecology and conservation 
related to endangered and invasive species.  As a biologist, Jonathan cannot think of anywhere better to be in 
the US; although his research has focused on mammals, the birds, reptiles and amphibians that abound in LCE 
provide delightful distraction.  
  Originally from Japan and the UK, Akiko and Jonathan are culturally and professionally cosmopolitan but for the 
time being are content to reside in this Sonoran Desert paradise.  Their little corner of LCE is currently shared with 
chief mouser Ludo, and will very soon be the natal home of their first child.

  Michelle Lespron moved into 13005 E Cape Horn Dr.

PASSINGS

NEW NEIGHBORS
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Welcome to the Neighborhood!
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NEW NEIGHBORS

  Arie and Frederika Pals are making their new home at 2405 N Avenida Sorgo. Frederika and Arie Pals have 2 
children -  Tiffany (27) and Oliver (16).
  Since our marriage some 20 years ago we dreamed of living in Tucson. Frederika is retired from the Dutch police 
force were she was involved with burglary protection and victim services.  Arie is an airline pilot about to retire in 
2 years, so now seems a good time to make our move from the Netherlands to Arizona, especially because Oliver 
is graduating from high school this year and would love to go to college at the University of Arizona.
  America has a special place in our hearts; I did my flight training for the Dutch Air Force and Frederika lived here 
for 10 years (in her previous life). Six of those years were her most favorite in Tucson.
Everyone is used to saying, “Good morning”, but in Tucson it really is a GOOD MORNING. (Quote from our best 
Greek friend in Tucson.) That is exactly how we feel. So “Hi” from your new Dutch neighbors.

  Michael and Lupe Wolf moved into 2305 N El Camino Rinconado.

  Buzz and Alina Wright relocated to 2310 N El Camino Rinconado.

(Editors note: In case you are wondering why some people have more information than others, it is because they responded 
to the email that was sent to them, so I could include it in the newsletter!)

HOLIDAY PARTY
  2015 Holiday Party

  Responding to a whimsical invitation created by Peggy Koch, nearly 100 La Cebadillans gathered at the home of 
Stephen Parker on December 6, 2015, to celebrate the holidays.  The weather cooperated with a beautiful, rela-
tively warm evening, allowing most guests to mingle outdoors for most of the event. Lovely decorations included 
a sleigh and reindeer, a charming Victorian bear, large lighted wreaths, and hurricane globes on each table filled 
with brightly colored balls. 

  The food selections, from Blue House Catering, were delectable, with passed items including spanakopita, duck 
quesadillas, Peruvian empanadas, and corn cups with chipotle chicken filling.   Buffet items included stuffed mini 
potatoes, chicken salad crepes, grilled steak rolls, chili rubbed pork medallions, lamb meatballs with rosemary 
and two salmon/cream cheese tortas. The bar was well stocked with a wide variety of wines provided by guests, 
as was the dessert table. 

  A delightful selection of holiday and jazz tunes was provided by a pianist from the University of Arizona. Guests 
lingered well past the designated closing time, indicating a successful event.  

  Thanks to the organizing committee for a very nice event:  Lyn Withey, Joann McBride, Peggy Koch, Michelle 
Kershner, Bob Ratliff, Andrea Padinha, Lee Pello, and to the gregarious bartenders, Jim Withey, Ed Bartholemy, 
and Tony Padinha.  Tony also took terrific photos. And a very special Cebadillan thank you to Stephen Parker for 
once again opening his beautiful home to the community. (Editor’s note: See party photos below and on pages 10 -16.)

Andrea 
Padinha & 
Lynn Withey, 
our hostesses
(left)

Sir Paul & 
Nancy’s card 
with the 
flowers for our 
party
(right)
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  Having lived in La Cebadilla for almost ten years and suffered with S L O W internet speeds provided by Century 
Link for most of that time, I began to wonder what options were out there for those of us who choose to live “in 
the boonies”.  What follows is my research into internet (and some phone) providers that are in the Tucson area. 
The providers are in alphabetical order and no endorsement of any company is offered.

  Bluespan Wireless -  they offer a fixed wireless internet that uses radio signals that go between your transceiver 
(on your roof and no bigger than an iPad) and an internet radio tower.  The main drawback to a fixed wireless 
service is if you cannot get a direct line of sight to the closest tower.  Bluespan offers a 5 Mbps (megabits per 
second) download speed for $49.99 a month and up to 15 Mbps speed for $99.99 per month, with speeds avail-
able between the two as well. You can even get a faster speed if you are willing to pay for it. The upload speed 
is 2 Mbps (which is fairly typical) but you can add faster upload speed of 1 more Mbps for an additional $10.00 
per month. You do have to pay for installation if you get a one- or two-year contract. They currently are offering 
free installation with a three year contract through March 2016. You can also get home phone service with a VoiP 
(Voice over internet Protocol). This uses your computer and an ATA (analog telephone adapter) to provide phone 
service.  The phone service goes through your regular phone jacks throughout your home and costs $30.00 per 
month. If you wish to keep your current phone number but free yourself of a landline, Bluespan charges $15.00 
a month to port your current landline number over to be forwarded to a cell phone. For further information the 
website is: www.bluespanwireless.com

  CenturyLink - they provide both landline phone and internet service.  You can also bundle DIRECTV Satellite 
through them as well. My experience with them was very slow internet using a DSL (Digital Subscriber Line, 
which uses a phone line) with speeds up to 1.7 Mbps. This speed is too slow to stream any internet programs OR 
watch On Demand programs from a satellite TV provider. It is worth noting, as well, that with a DSL the signal 
degrades the farther you are away from the source, which is in central Tucson. Phone service options vary in 
price from $16.47 per month to a high of $49.00 per month. Until I switched from CenturyLink to another phone 
provider, I never had phone call without some measure of static on it. They were asked by our Board to upgrade 
the speeds for our housing development and after much elapsed time, they responded with a request that LCE 
provide up-front costs of $500,000 - $600,000 with much slower speed options than are available from other 
ISP (Internet Service Providers). And to top it off, they weren’t going to install fiber lines to homes which would 
increase speeds to 20-100 mbps. CenturyLink’s website is:  www.centurylink.com

  Comcast (Xfinity) - doesn’t offer any service to our neighborhood. 

  Cox Cable - even though they are a provider to Forty-Niners Country Club area, they do not provide service to 
La Cebadilla. According to our Board President, “Cox was asked for a proposal for them to install fiber lines in LCE 
to give us internet (and phone and cable), which they did give us after much time, but the financial commitment 
by LCE was way more than the board was willing to consider.  The commitment is basically that LCE pays approx. 
$600,000 to cover most of the cost of installation, OR that LCE commits to pay a monthly service fee for each 
house for 5-10 years, whether or not the house uses the COX service.”  Well, that leaves Cox out of our options.

  DakotaCom - they are another fixed wireless internet provider. The same line of sight issue exists for this service, 
as it does for Bluespan, but the neighbors I know with this service are satisfied. They are a Tucson area company 
and only offer internet service. They have a month-to-month service with a setup fee of $389.00 and speeds that 
range from 3 Mbps up to 11 Mbps with costs of $64.00 to $109.00 per month. They also have one-, two- and 
three-year agreements with setup fees of $279.00, $219.00 and $149.00 respectively.  With an 8 Mbps or higher 
service and a one- or two-year plan, the setup fee is $149.00. With download speeds of 8 Mbps or 11 Mbps and 
a three-year agreement, you get your setup for free. DakotaCom has local tech support 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week and a premium email service. For further information the website is:  www.dakotacom.net

  DISH - After a convoluted online chat with a DISH representative, I was able to find out that you can get satellite 
internet service from DISH, IF you want (or already have) DISH TV.  They provide 15 Mbps download with 50 GB 
data anytime and and additional 50 GB of data at the off-peak times between 2 a.m. and 8 a.m. This would cost 
an additional $79.99 per month on top of your DISH TV service. Also, it’s worth noting that they had a limit on the 
data you use. When streaming or if you have a teenage in the home, data is gobbled up quickly. DISH Network’s 
website is: www.dish.com

  HughesNet - they offer satellite internet, which is similar to satellite TV service with a few notable exceptions. 
With internet satellite service there is latency (which means a lag time in sending and receiving data. It is micro-
seconds, but it IS noticable if you have had any other type of internet service.) You are sending to and receiving 

INTERNET OPTIONS IN LA CEBADILLA
by Ashlie Counts-Jenkins
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from a satellite that is about a 45,000 mile round trip for your data to make.  This slower speed means that this 
service is not suited for streaming video, online gaming, VoiP service, video conferencing (like Skype) or VPN 
(Virtual Private Network). Also, there are data limits on usage and if exceeded, your download speed is reduced.  
All this being said, the costs are similar to fixed wireless internet, with plans starting at 10 Mbps download speed 
with a 10 GB anytime data allowance and a 50 GB 2 a.m. to 8 a.m. usage allowance for the current cost of $49.99 
per month for two years. The largest package has a 15 Mbps download speed with a 50 GB anytime data al-
lowance and a 50 GB night owl (2 a.m. to 8 a.m.) usage allowance for a cost of $79.99 per month for two years. 
HughesNet also offers satellite phone service that starts at $19.95 per month (for the first 3 months.) If, after all 
the caveats, you are interested in HughesNet, the website is:  www.hughesnet.com/satellite-internet.

  Simply Bits - they offer fixed wireless internet, but currently they are at capacity for our area and are not taking 
any more customers. There are neighbors currently with this service (lucky ducks!) SimplyBits will send me an 
email when a new radio tower is up, so I can let the neighborhood know. If you wish to stay in contact with them, 
the website is: www.simplybits.com.

  Verizon - doesn’t offer any service to our neighborhood.

  Western Communications and Satellite - they are another wireless internet provider and shared that a neighbor
has their service (so we know it works out here!) They are local to the Tucson area only. They offer internet service 
only, no phone service. They do not have a contract and go month-to-month. There is an installation charge of 
$99.95 and there is after-hours support available. Western Communications offer speeds ranging from 5 Mbps at 
$49.95 per month up to 20 Mbps (or more) for $119.95 (or more) per month.  Their upload speed starts at 2 Mbps 
and goes up a little with each download speed increase. For more information their website is:  www.wvcnet.com.

   To sum up all of this information, you have three types of internet service available here in La Cebadilla:
a DSL line through CenturyLink, fixed wireless internet providers (Bluespan Wireless, DakotaCom and Western 
Communications) or satellite internet (DISH and HughesNet). In my humble opinion, the best option is fixed 
wireless internet for this area at this time. It has faster service, more options and will actually allow you to enjoy 
the technology of the 21st Century. (The blue website addresses are hyperlinks - just click on them and it will take 
you to the website.)

INTERNET OPTIONS IN LA CEBADILLA (continued)
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