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President’s 
Message
Dear Neighbors,
Because the Newsletter is prepared in late 
December, I often write this message in 
the coldest and gloomiest part of the year. 
My thermometer hit 23 last night, and it 
is cloudy now. Next week, though, is 
supposed to be sunny and in the 70s. 
December in Cebadilla, even with a little 
cold weather, is one of our many 
blessings.
!
As you may know, our Treasurer of over 
thirty years is stepping down. We 
sincerely appreciate not only her 
impeccable service as Treasurer, but 
Donna Byers’ sound advice and hard 
work on all matters related to La 
Cebadilla. Thankfully, Donna will remain 
as a director to continue her many years 
of service.

!
We do not have many neighbors who can 
devote the time that Donna has to LCE. 
We do, however, desperately need to 
involve newer and younger residents in 
the functions of LCE. Serving on most 
committees takes a very small amount of 
time. Having more people, and new 
people, serving on committees helps to 
provide varying points of view that may 
be more representative of our residents. 
Please consider joining a committee and 
becoming more involved in your 
community.
!
In Cebadilla, we take pride in the natural 
beauty that surrounds us. Perhaps the 
greatest immediate threat to the 
continuance of that natural beauty is 
buffelgrass. If you don’t know anything 
about buffelgrass, go to 
www.buffelgrass.org and learn how 
serious this threat is. Buffelgrass will not 
only kill our beloved saguaros, but a 
buffelgrass fire could destroy your home 
before Rural Metro could respond. 

Coincidentally, one of the committees that 
needs members is our Buffelgrass 
Committee. Being on the Buffelgrass 
Committee doesn’t mean you have to 
physically dig up buffelgrass, it means 
you would coordinate efforts to help your 
neighbors learn about buffelgrass, how to 
identify it, how best to get rid of it, etc. 
We need several people to serve on that 
committee so that we can truly have a 
community-wide effort to fight this 
menace. We also have other committees 
that need new voices and new energy. 
Have an idea for improving something 
within LCE? Please consider joining one 
or more committees. Call me or any one 
of our directors for more information.
!  
Thanks to all who have worked so hard 
for LCE in the past, and best wishes for a 
Happy and Healthy New Year to all.

Sincerely,
Timothy Demers,
LCE President
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Board of Directors
President...........................Timothy Demers
Vice-President............................Arvie Lake
Treasurer......................................Gerry Beal
Secretary......................................Jeff Turner
Director................................Ed Bartholemy
Director................................Thomas Beglin
Director...................................Donna Byers
Director....................................Rick Rupkey
Director......................................Lyn Withey

Committee Chairs
Architectural ............................ Arvie Lake
Community Trails................Cindy Cusack 
Deed Restrictions....................Tim Demers
Directory..........................Monique Kornell
Lake...............................................Joe Seeger 
Lake Patrol...............................Judy Temple
Landscaping.............................Peggy Koch
Mailboxes..................................Rob Temple
Newsletter........................Monique Kornell
Nominating.............................Donna Byers
Roads.............................Wendy Canterman 
Security and Safety............Peter Ronstadt
TV Valley Issues................Herb Trossman

& Kirk Emerson 
Website.....................................Grant Bright

Board Meetings
Held at 7:00 pm at Tanque Verde 
Elementary School, 2600 N. Fennimore. If 
you plan on attending a meeting, please 
contact the President to make sure it has 
not been cancelled. 

January 13                                 September 8
February 10                                   October 6
March 10                       Annual Meeting:
April 21                                 November 11
May 12                                       December 8

Annual Events (provisional 
dates)
Family Lake Party                         April 13
Holiday Party                          December 7 

Architectural Committee
The Architectural Committee received 
and approved fifteen applications during 
the period from November 2012 through 
October 2013. The applications included:  

1  Round Pen
2  Solar PV Installation
1  Garage
3  Fence/Wall
2  Exterior Paint Color
2  Dog Run
1  Entrance Gate
1  Lawn/Steel Building Removal
1  Dead Saguaro Removal
In addition to the above approvals, the 
committee monitored progress and 
completion of several projects previously 
approved.
Arvie Lake,
Chairperson

Deed Restrictions
The Deed Restrictions Committee reviews 
complaints that are received from 
residents regarding possible violations of 
the Declaration of Restrictions and makes 
recommendations to the Board. During 
the twelve months since the last annual 
meeting, the Committee processed four 
formal complaints and several informal 
inquiries. One matter was determined not 
to be a violation. Letters of violation were 
sent to two owners regarding apparent 
violations, which are still pending, and 
violations at a third property were 
satisfactorily corrected. 

The most common violations relate to 
construction activity without prior 
approval of the Architectural Committee. 
This is a very simple violation to avoid, as 
the submission of a project to the 
Architectural Committee is a 
straightforward and painless process. 

Separately, we have had some problems 
with residents maintaining building 
materials and assorted items on a lot, and 
parking of trucks or trailers on a lot, in a 
manner that is visible from other lots. 
Please note that this means visible from 
any other lot, not just from the road.    
Timothy F. Demers,
Chairperson

Community Trails Committee
The trails are in pretty good condition. I 
did call the Sheriff to report more ATV 
activity and they will be checking the 
washes more often. Please be aware that 
it is not legal to ride in the washes with 
ATVs. 
Cindy Cusack,
Chairperson

 Marcia Koehler, Bobcat teaching her Kitten 
to climb, 2013 LCE photo contest entry. 
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Directory Committee 
One of the duties of the Directory 
Committee is to maintain the email alert 
system. To keep this up to date and 
effective, it is important to send your 
current email address to me 
(LCETucson@gmail.com). As an example 
of its usefulness, an alert this past year 
regarding a La Cebadilla break-in 
resulted in a tip being forwarded to the 
sheriff’s department that helped them 
identify a person of interest.

The website address and password are 
found on the front page of the Directory, 
along with the annual event dates and the 

Board of Directors and Committee 
chairmen.
Monique Kornell, 
Chairperson

Lake Committee
The Lake committee gained a new 
member, Kirk Emerson, who is a wel-
come addition. We met at the Seeger’s 
home and discussed the health of the 
lake. It was pointed out that much of the 
waterfowl are gone and members had 
differing ideas about why they had left. It 
was decided to let more vegetation, i.e. 
cattails, grow around the lake. In the 
second meeting, some members voted to 

let the north end of the lake fill back up 
with cattails, but not everyone was in 
agreement with that idea. We will meet 
and discuss it again this winter with a 
healthy Joe Seeger back to lead us. Joe 
Seeger and Rob Temple of the Committee 
supervised the purchase of two replace-
ment barbeques (see Lake Security 
Committee report).
Submitted for Joe Seeger, Chairperson,
by Rob Temple

Lake Patrol Committee
Lake Security Committee members 
include Judy Temple (chair), Richard 
Flynn, Bud Inorio, Michelle Kershner, Jeff 
and Brenda Turner.
 
Trespassing activity at the LCE lake was 
typical this year, except for vandalism of 
two heavy iron barbeque units (one 
stolen or sunk, one bent nearly off its 
supporting post). It cost over $500 to 
replace the units.
 
Unusual activities included a 
photographer taking pictures of a semi-
nude woman who was standing in the 
lake, and another (or same) photographer 
with large reflective equipment guiding a 
family onto a homeowner’s private 
property near the lake.
 
To ease the burden of reporting 
trespassing to the sheriff during fall 
poaching season, we hired Cactus 
Security to have a guard walk the lake 
area on weekends, starting in early 
October and ending in early November. 
“Free” security was offered for several 
months this year by GPS: Goose Patrol 
Squad. An aggressive family of five 
domesticated swan-geese that were 
probably dropped off by their previous 
owner honked and charged at people, 
pets and horses. Two geese disappeared, 
probably due to predators, and two 
others were captured with the LCE 
Board’s approval, by Animal Experts 
service. At this writing, one lone goose 
swims the lake.

It helps avoid our calls to the sheriff and 
ensuing embarrassing encounters if LCE 
residents use their bright green

Julie Kennedy-Oehlert, Tranquility, 
2013 LCE photo contest entry.
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dashboard pass or a LCE bumper sticker. 
If homeowners have guests and cannot 
accompany them to the lake, please give 
them the dashboard pass to use.
Judy Temple, 
Chairperson

Roads Committee
The wooden road signs which were 
repainted and repaired last year seem to 
be holding up nicely. The sign on the 
corner of Redington Road and Camino 
Rinconado that was struck by an 
automobile was repaired.

The roads on the south side of Redington 
Road seem to be doing fine after being 
resurfaced year before last. The 
committee has not received any road 
complaints since the repairs were 
completed.

All requests for major road repair or 
cleanup should be channeled through the 
Roads Committee or anyone having a 
complaint about the condition of the 
roads can call Pima County directly 
(740-2639) and file a complaint.

Some of the La Cebadilla residents were 
having problems with people coming 
directly to their homes soliciting. The 
roads committee was asked by the Board 
to install a “No Soliciting” sign. In May, a 
“No Soliciting” panel was added to the 

existing signage located at the main 
entrance to La Cebadilla, at the corner of 
Redington Road and Wentworth. If you 
are having a problem with solicitors, 
please feel free to tell anyone who comes 
to your door that it is posted that 
soliciting is prohibited in La Cebadilla.
Wendy Canterman,
Chairperson 

Landscaping Committee 
The same landscapers who have done the 
work for several years continue to do a 
good job and ask a fair price. I do look at 
the street corners when I walk my dog 
and check to see that the caretaking is 
done regularly.
Peggy Koch,
Chairperson

LCE Storage Locker
Did you know that LCE has a secure 
locker to house its records? As time goes 
on we are moving to electronic records in 
“the cloud” but there is still a wealth of 
information in storage.

When my wife and I decided to remodel 
our home we did not have the original 
plans and the former owners could not 
trace them, but a visit to the locker 
yielded the house plans. We were really 
lucky … there were the drawings! It 
saved us a lot.

There is no guarantee that your plans are 
in the LCE storage locker. However it’s 
worth checking if you are looking for 
them. We had copies made and also had 
them scanned to allow us to email them 

A new “No Soliciting” sign was added to the 
corner of Redington Road and Wentworth.

Judy Wingert, Javelina Parade, 2013 
LCE photo contest entry..
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to builders who were quoting for our 
renovation project.

There is a lot more in storage, and the 
recent reorganization makes it easier to 
access everything. If you can’t find your 
plans, give us a try.
Jeff Turner, 
Secretary

Mailbox Committee
Five post assemblies were made and 
picked up along with one new mailbox. 
This year an “internship” program was 
started. That’s where I hire the grandkids 
to help and pay them very little. We all 
like the program so far.
Rob Temple,
Chairperson

Renting your House?
For various reasons, some of us may be in 
the position of renting out our homes for 
some time. While someone else is renting 
your home, you are still the legal owner. 
If you give us your mailing address while 
your home is being rented out, we will be 
able to provide required notices to you, as 

well as the invoice for LCE annual dues. 
If you give us the names of your tenants, 
we will gladly invite them to 
neighborhood events, such as the holiday 
party and spring picnic, and recognize 
them as authorized users of the lake and 
trails. They can receive notifications 
through the LCE email alert system. If 
you want to allow your tenant to make an 
improvement to your property, a 
submission to the Architectural 
Committee would have to be made in 
your name as the legal owner.
!
Short-term rental of your property is not 
permitted under the Deed Restrictions, as 
this would constitute the conduct of a 
business that is prohibited. Short-term 
does not have a specific definition, but 
repeatedly renting your property by the 
weekend, week, or other short period 
would be considered a violation.    

Security and Safety Committee
Burglaries, thefts, and other Crimes
Three residential burglaries were 
reported to me. In two of the cases, 
information was provided by alert 
neighbors for follow-up investigation, 

which led to the identification of the 
people involved.  

One instance of theft of construction 
materials was reported. On several 
occasions, residents noted suspicious 
activity, individuals, or vehicles in the 
area and notified the PCSD and also 
provided information to be circulated 
among residents via email.  In at least one 
instance, information led to a stop by 
PCSD deputies and provided the basis for 
arrests for burglaries elsewhere. 

Animal complaints
Problems with loose animals and animal 
noise complaints have decreased. The 
email notification system maintained by 
Monique Kornell has proved very useful 
in identifying “found” animals, and 
getting them returned safely to their 
owners.

Other Information
Once again, residents are asked to 
monitor vegetation around their property 
for possible fire danger. 
Peter Ronstadt,
Chairperson

Tim Demers, Lazuli, 2013 LCE photo contest entry.
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2013 LCE Photo Contest
The second annual photo contest had a 
tremendous response. This year the 
submissions and the voting were entirely 
online. Following suggestions made last 
year, the entries were also anonymous. 
The photographers have now been given 
credit on the website in the description 
field. The photos can be viewed at: 
http://flic.kr/s/aHsjJfWvNt

Once again, La Cebadilla was the theme 
and residents and their friends and 
family were invited to submit photos. 
Whereas last year there were two photos 
submitted of the white roadrunner who 
had made its home in La Cebadilla, this 
year there were two photos of a mother 
bobcat with her offspring (see p. 2). 
Living in La Cebadilla allows residents 
plenty of opportunity of encounters with 
wildlife such as this year’s winner, Judy 
Temple, with her incredible photo of a 
snake draped across the top of her gate 
with a close up of the head (combined 
into one photo with the help of a U of A 
colleague). Judy had been on her way to 
feed her desert tortoises but was having 
trouble opening the gate. Looking up, 
she discovered the reason why! Not only 
did she take the snake’s photograph – 

once she got over her surprise – she also 
kindly extracted a cactus thorn from its 
back. In addition to this good deed, Judy 
is also responsible for originally 
suggesting the LCE photo contest.

Second prize went to Jeffrey Spier’s photo 
of a Gray fox. These foxes are mainly 
nocturnal, so they are a rare sight, and 

they have hooked claws that allow them 
to climb trees. Third-prize winner was 
Peggy Koch’s Happy Gila in the Rain. This 
Gila monster is a frequent visitor to the 
Koch property and Peggy captured it 
while it was enjoying the weather, lifting 
its head to take sips of rain. All winners 
were awarded gift certificate to local 
business, Le Buzz Caffè.

Judy Temple, Deck the Gate with Loops of Snake, first 
place, 2013 LCE photo contest winner.

Jeffrey Spier, Gray Fox, second place, 2013 LCE photo contest.

http://flic.kr/s/aHsjJfWvNt
http://flic.kr/s/aHsjJfWvNt
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In addition to the winners, the other 
participants were Nancy and Ed 
Bartholemy, Grant Bright, James Byers, 
Jonathan Derbridge, Greg Geile, Jack 
Jewell, Tom Koch, Marcia Koehler (p.  2), 
April and Ted McGuire, Julie Kennedy-
Oehlert (p. 3), Eric Outwater, Tony 
Padinha, Jeanne Rose, Brenda (p. 1) and 
Jeff Turner, Marcia Warwick (p.  9), Judy 
Wingert (p. 4), and Lyn Withey.

A slideshow of the photos were displayed 
at the annual meeting and it has been 
suggested that, if possible, this be done at 
the Holiday party as well. Please save 
your favorite photos of our beautiful area 
and submit them to next year’s photo 
contest.

2013 Rainfall
The annual rainfall 
in La Cebadilla for 
2013, as recorded 
by Donna Byers, 
was 11.45 inches.

Social Committee
The 2013 Holiday Party was held on 
December 8th at the home of Stephen 
Parker on Camino La Cebadilla. It proved 
a successful event with over 100 people 
attending (see photos of the event on pp. 
10-13). Despite the cold evening, most of 
those present braved the outdoors and 
took advantage of Stephen’s beautiful 
gardens.
 
The caterer “Kissed By An Italian” 
provided fantastic food and the desserts 
and wine brought by guests rounded out 
a good feast. It was fun to be able to take 
advantage of the occasion to honor 
Donna Byers’ retirement from the 
position of Treasurer of the Home 
Owners Association. It must be admitted 
that the huge cake proved a little too 
much for us all! Thanks to my group of 
helpers who made everything happen 
and thanks to Stephen who provided us 
with such a lovely venue.
Brenda Turner,
Party Organizer

Newsletter Committee 
Aside from the Holiday party photos, 
which were taken by LCE resident and 
shutterbug, Tony Padinha, and the photo 
of La Cebadilla signage on p. 4 by Cindy 
Cusack, the photos that grace these pages 
were entries in the 2013 LCE photos 
contest which had La Cebadilla as the 
theme. 

The two main sources for LCE committee 
reports are the La Cebadillan and the LCE 
website: cebadilla.org. Also available on 
the website are the current and past 
issues of the newsletter. Please keep the 
Directory Committee updated with any 
email address changes so that you can 
continue to receive notice of the annual 
issue of the La Cebadillan by email. 

Many thanks to my proof-readers, Ashlie 
Counts-Jenkins, Sandy Napombejra, and 
Jeffrey Spier.
Monique Kornell, 
Chairperson 

Peggy Koch, Happy Gila in the Rain, 3rd place,
2013 LCE photo contest.

http://www.cebadilla.org
http://www.cebadilla.org
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Treasurer
The annual Treasurer’s report is available 
at the La Cebadilla website, cebadilla.org, 
under “Legal Docs.” This section of the 
website is password protected. Password 
information can be found on the front 
page of the LCE Directory.
Donna Byers,
Treasurer

30 years as LCE Treasurer
Shortly after acquiring our lot in La 
Cebadilla in 1983, I received a call from 
Marsha Lopez who was the president of 
the HOA at the time. She indicated that 
the Treasurer's position was open because 
a divorce had resulted in the woman who 
had been the Treasurer leaving the 
community. She thought I might like to 
help her and a couple of other board 
members get out the mailing of the 
annual dues notice because it was a "fun 
time." 

So I came out to her house, which is the 
one now owned by Herb and Pat 
Trossman, and we did have a fun time 
stuffing the envelopes and hand writing 
the addresses for the dues notice in 
March of 1983. After that, Marsha said 

she thought I could easily take over the 
Treasurer's duties and I think I was 
"appointed" to fill in for the recently 
departed Treasurer – no election at that 
time. 

When I did take over the books, such as 
they were, I discovered that the 
association had never filed tax returns. 
Even though HOA's like ours are usually 
exempt entities under the state law, IRS 
considers them not exempt in the sense of 
a charitable organization. Instead, these 
types of entities do need to file tax returns 
and pay tax. I completed about 7 or 8 
years of returns, sent them in with the 
checks for the tax and asked for relief of 
penalties because of ignorance of the law 
by the volunteer in charge of the books. 
IRS was kind and no penalties were 
imposed.

After that, it seemed as though I just kept 
on being Treasurer because I couldn't 
interest anyone else in taking over the job. 
And a pretty big job it became because 
more and more duties devolved onto the 
position. State law imposed several new 
requirements along the way, which the 
Treasurer was in the best position to 
complete.

Over the last thirty years, as many of our 
homeowners can attest, we have had 
some contentious legal issues to deal 
with on the board, but the most 
rewarding part of being Treasurer is 
being in a position to have, usually, the 
first contact in the community with a new 
owner.
Donna Byers

Website Committee
Certain parts of the website, 
cebadilla.org, continue to be password 
protected for viewing by LCE residents 
only (for example, the Treasurer Reports 
and Board Meeting Minutes.) Password 
information for residents is published on 
the front page of the LCE Directory.

It appears that the majority of the visitors 
to the website continue to be La Cebadilla 
residents. Others visit the website after 
using a search engine. 

Updates are made to the website on a 
continuing basis. It is requested that the 
members of the Board of Directors submit 
any changes in a timely manner. This 
includes minutes of the monthly/annual 
board meetings, information regarding 
up-coming social events, and committee 
reports. I suggest that all LCE residents 
periodically review the “Postings of La 
Cebadilla Estates Safety and Security 
Issues” found on the “Announcements” 
page of the website.

I recommend that some knowledgeable 
person with the approval of the LCE 
Board take on the task of establishing and 
maintaining an entry for La Cebadilla 
Estates on Facebook. 
Grant Bright, 
Chairperson

New Residents
Native Tucsonan Kevin Bedient is the 
owner of the local air-conditioning 
company, Advantage Air Mechanical. 
Kevin grew up on the east side of Tucson 
and has been a visitor to the Tanque 
Verde Guest Ranch. He loves the Tanque 
Verde Valley and has always had a desire 
to be part of La Cebadilla. With many 

Donna Byers and Chloe.

http://www.cebadilla.org
http://www.cebadilla.org
http://www.cebadilla.org
http://www.cebadilla.org
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friends already part of the community, he 
feels right at home. He is a horse person, 
loves the outdoors, and loves what the 
community and surroundings have to 
offer.

Steve and Lina West are new to La 
Cebadilla but not to Tucson, having lived 
for nearly 33 years just behind McDonald 
Park. They have 2 adult daughters (one in 
San Mateo, CA, and one in Tucson). Steve 
retired after 36 years as a regular IBM 
employee in 2008 and then continued to 
work for another 3 years as a contractor 
to IBM. He met and married Lina in 
Brindisi, Italy, while working as a Field 
Engineer for Raytheon. They lived in 
Pordenone, Italy; New Jersey (while Steve 
was in college); Gaithersburg, MD; and 
Owego, NY, before moving to Tucson.

Passings
LCE resident Walter Penfield passed 
away on May 15, 2013 at the age of 93. 
More than 30 years ago, Walter and 
Jeanne Penfield built their first La 
Cebadilla home at 13605 E Placita El 
Centeno, lot 112, where they lived for 
many years.  They left Tucson for a short 
while but their hearts remained in Tucson 
and La Cebadilla. They returned 
and built on lot 16, at 12950 East Cape 
Horn Drive and lived there until recently 
when Walter became frail and Jeanne too 
was not physically well. They put their 
house up for sale and Walter moved into 
a nursing home and Jeanne moved in 
with their daughter. A memorial service 
was held at St. Alban's Episcopal Church 
on Sabino Canyon Road. 
Joanna Gulli

Marcia Warwick, Bee collecting Pollen from a 
Saguaro Flower, 2013 LCE photo contest entry.
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Holiday Party
December 2013 

Andrea Padinha, Lyn Withey, & Nancy Bartholemy

Greg Geile with Stephen Parker, our host

Photos taken by LCE resident, Tony Padinha

Peggy Koch, who designed the invitations, and 
Brenda Turner, who helped organize the party
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Olivier and Marie-Veronique Martin

LCE President Tim Demers presenting Donna 
Byers with a gift on the occasion of her retiring 
from her post as LCE Treasurer after 30 years

Mark and Jane Fraze with Michelle Kershner
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New residents, Kevin and Kelly Brown
New residents, Gordon and Colleen Ledingham

Mary and Maarten Kalway with Ron Jenkins
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New residents, Steve and Lina West

Our bartenders, Tom Koch and Ed Bartholemy

Garden statue of a baby Bacchus, god of wine

New resident, Heidi Hurst


