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President’s Message
This year, I want to dedicate this message to all
those LCE members who are now serving or have
served in the past on the LCE Committees and/or
the Board. I have heard from some members
who served and left somewhat disgruntled that
it is a thankless job and that their efforts go
unappreciated. I want to correct that impression.
Board or Committee work adds a lot of value–
we all live in one of the best communities in
Tucson and, on behalf of the LCE community,
I want to thank past and present Board and
Committee members for the time and dedication
given to the preservation of the LCE. The list is
too long to name you all in this message but I

will mention Anne Snodgrass, past President,
for her years of service to the community and
for her willingness to do committee work when
nobody else was available. The LCE owes you a
debt of gratitude. The lawsuit we initiated to
uphold Article 5 of the Declaration of Restrictions
was also brought to a successful conclusion.
The judgment we obtained has been posted on
the LCE website.

In the past, the work done by the LCE Com-
mittees has been oriented towards preserving
the LCE environment and making sure that LCE
members were aware of, and complied with the
Deed Restrictions. It is the intention of the present
Board to continue enforcing the Deed Restric-
tions as forcefully as in the past “to preserve
and enhance the value, use, desirability and
attractiveness of real property in the LCE”.
However, we have recently noticed that threats
to our environment and form of living are
increasingly coming from outside the LCE. Two
of the items discussed at our December 2008
Board meeting were of that nature: a proposed
shooting range near Redington Pass and the
increasing number of helicopter flights and
noise over our area. As land becomes scarcer in
this part of Tucson, we anticipate that issues of
this kind will increase, rather than go away.
Therefore, we have decided to create a new

committee, the Tanque Verde Valley Issues
committee, for the sole purpose of monitoring
external issues that may have a negative impact
on our community. Herb Trossman, past LCE
president, who has joined the Board again as Vice
President, has agreed to chair this new committee
and we thank him for his past service and for
his willingness to help the community again.

Finally, to those of you who have not served
before on an LCE Committee, I recommend that
you consider joining one. Apart from the satis-
faction of doing something constructive for the
community, committee work provides a great
opportunity to meet LCE residents who, without
exception, are friendly and worth getting to
know. We have vacancies in the Architectural,
Deed Restrictions, Roads and other committees.
You can contact the Chairperson of any 
committee, the Nominating Committee (Donna
Byers) or me if you are interested in joining.
Note that there is no long-term commitment
when you join a Committee. You can leave a
committee at any time if you are not comfortable
with the committee’s work or your other 
commitments do not leave you enough time for
committee work. We look forward to hearing
from you!
Leonard Cavero,
LCE President
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Board of Directors
President......................Leonard Cavero
Vice-President..............Herb Trossman
Treasurer..........................Donna Byers
Secretary ...........................Kathy Matte
Director .............................Tim Demers
Director............................Kirk Emerson
Director .......................Pat Napombejra
Director ............................Judy Temple

Committee Chairpersons
Architectural . . . . . . . Pat Napombejra
Community Trails . . . . . Mike Headrick

Deed Restrictions . . . . . . Tim Demers
Directory . . . . . . . . . . Monique Kornell
Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Seeger
Lake Patrol . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eric Outwater
Landscape . . . . . . . . . . Janelle Larsen
Mailbox . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Buffington
Newsletter . . . . . . . . Monique Kornell
Nominating . . . . . . . . . . . Donna Byers
Roads . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leonard Cavero
Security . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter Ronstadt
Social . . . . . Tina Baba and Jan Ridgley
TV Valley Issues . . . . . Herb Trossman
Website . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grant Bright
Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Susan Peterson

2009 LCE DATES
Board Meetings

February 16
March 16
April 20
May 18
September 21
Board meetings are held at 7pm
at Tanque Verde Elementary
School, 2600 N. Fennimore Ave.
Family Lake Party April 19

(rain date April 26)
Holiday Party December 6

Since November of last year, no significant crime
patterns or trends were passed along to me.
There were two reports of mailbox vandalism in
late December, a possible prowler or peeping tom
around an occupied residence in April, and theft
from a home construction site in July. Pertinent
information was circulated to residents; although
there were no arrests or identified suspects,
there were to my knowledge no repeats, either. 

We did have some instances of suspicious
persons going door-to-door purporting to be trying
to sell “leftover” frozen food. Quite often, this
approach is used by people to con their way
inside a house in order to evaluate it and the
contents as a future burglary target, or to engage
in sneak theft while pretending to make a phone
call or use the rest room. Typically, these are
people from out of town who will “work” one or
two neighborhoods a day, usually on opposite
sides of town, come back and do their thing and
then leave town. Our instances occurred in
March. Three contacts came to my attention,
including one at my own house. Shortly after that
contact, he was challenged by another LCE resident,
and he became extremely confrontational. After
contact by the PCSD, he left the area and was
not seen again. This is a reminder that a neigh-
borhood can lower its vulnerability by projecting
an atmosphere of alertness and willingness to
challenge or report strangers or suspicious activity. 

More recently, both TPD and PCSD have
reported residential burglary patterns on the
northeast and far east side, including the Forty
Niners neighborhood. There are apparently a
number of people doing this independently of
each other, rather than one organized gang.
Although several arrests have been made and a
large amount of property recovered, we are still
potentially very much at risk. All residents are
asked to pay special attention to vehicle and
foot traffic in the area, people going door to
door looking for yard work, etc. Please take a
moment or two to jot down plate numbers,
descriptions, location and times, and to report
ANY such encounters or suspicious activity
immediately via 911 to PCSD. I’d also appreciate
notification when you get a chance. If you have
questions or would like to talk about additional
crime prevention steps, give me a call. 

Several sightings and/or encounters with a
mountain lion or lions occurred during February
and March. Information from Arizona Game and
Fish and residents was disseminated at the
request of the Board, by e-mail and LCE flyers.

Because of the climate conditions this summer
and fall, rabies is still a potential hazard. In our
area, foxes, skunks, coyotes, bobcats and bats

Security and Safety
Committee

Continued on page 3

October 19
Annual Meeting
November 16
December 21

La Cebadilla Estates Association Treasurer’s Report
Nov. 1, 2007 - Oct. 31, 2008

The content of this report is available under "Legal Docs" 
in the menu bar of this website.

Treasurer’s Report of Assets & Liabilities 
as of Oct. 31, 2007 and Oct. 31, 2008 

The content of this report is available under "Legal Docs" 
in the menu bar of this website.
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I received only one request for road repairs this
past year. Pima County continues to do a decent
job patching our roads as necessary and has
been very good about repairing potholes without
request. I have been stating in past years that
the County planned repaving (Chip Sealing) of the
LCE streets sometime in 2009. Due to budget
cuts I have been informed that repaving has been
cut back and that the County will patch only
until the budget improves and allows for more
extensive road work. The summer monsoon did
not result in any special requests for cleanup.
All requests for road repair or cleanup should be
channeled through the Roads Committee.

In September I was informed that the County
now has only one road crew that cuts grass and
trims trees. This is also because of budget cuts.
If there is a need for grass cutting or tree pruning,
please inform me, but anticipate that it may take
some time for the County to actually do the work.

The wooden road signs seem to be holding
up fairly well.
Paul Gelsinger,
Chairperson

Roads Committee

Security and Safety Committee
Continued from page 2

are most likely carriers, although all mammals
(including javelina) are capable of contracting
the disease. The best rule of thumb is to suspect
the possibility of rabies if you see unusual
behavior; i.e. staggering, convulsions, aggression
or lack of normal fear of humans in the absence
of obvious injury. A dead wild animal with no
evident sign of injury may be a rabies victim. If
your pet gets bitten or comes into contact with
one of the above animals, regardless of whether
it has been vaccinated for rabies, you need to
contact your vet ASAP. 

Finally, again because of the climate and the
increase of buffelgrass, please be especially
careful about fire, and make an assessment of
the fire risk potential on your property. Please
don’t hesitate to call or email me if you have
questions, suggestions, or opinions on safety
and or security issues that you would like to share. 
Peter Ronstadt,
Chairperson

I would like feedback as to how the site can be
improved. Since it has been determined by the
LCE Board of Directors that no confidential
information is posted on the website, password
protection will be removed as of February 1,
2009. However, a “residents only” section will
be added (which will be password protected) for
posting of sensitive information in the future.
The possibility of adding a blog for use by
residents will also be explored. I would also like
to request that the Board submit any changes to
me in a timely manner so that the website can
be kept up-to-date.
Grant Bright,
Chairperson

Website Committee

Our trail system is intact but, as usual for this
time of year, in need of the annual trimming. The
summer rains were better than usual and they
did not significantly damage the trails. The rains
did encourage the plants to try to retake some
trails. We will start the trimming as soon as the
weather cools. If you know of areas of trail
needing particular attention, let me know. If you
would like to help in trimming trails also let me
know. We can always use LCE “trail hands”. My
e-mail and phone number is in the LCE directory. 

Last summer we improved the trail leading
into the small La Cebadilla wash behind Bob
and Kay Ratliff’s home on lot #48. Thanks to
Bob and Kay for permitting the work. The trail
now angles down along the bank reducing the
angle of descent from about 16 degrees to
about 10. Drainage was added to divert water
around the trail. Of necessity, the descent is
steeper than ideal and drainage is a concern.
However, so far it is doing well. We will continue
to monitor to see if further work is needed. 

Our trail system significantly adds to our
enjoyment of life in La Cebadilla, but it is based
upon cooperation between our neighbors and
fellow property owners. When using the trails,
please respect the rights and privacy of the
property owners.

If you are not a trails user, I encourage you to
give it a try. It is a great way to enjoy the serenity
and beauty of our desert. 
Michael Headrick,
Chairperson

Trails Committee

This year there were 5 violations. Three consisted
of parking campers or horse trailers in the front
drive. All were rectified by either removing the
camper/trailer, planting a screen of trees and shrubs
or parking the trailer in a less conspicuous place.

There was one case of unshielded exterior
lights which was remedied by the owner. In
addition one sign was placed in violation of Article
15 section 7. It has since been removed.

Finally the lawsuit launched by LCE against
the owners of Lot #90 ended. The initial Lower
Court ruling handed down in our favor was initially
recorded in May 2007. This year this ruling was
upheld by the Appeals Court Division II and the
Arizona Supreme Court. We were also awarded
costs. The relevant transcripts and documents
will be put on LCE website shortly.
Elizabeth Campion,
Chairperson

Deed Restrictions
Committee

On behalf of the Architectural Committee, I
would like to welcome all new homeowners to
the LCE family. The Committee deals with a
variety of issues such as, exterior paint color, to
the more complex issues of revegetation. It has
been a pleasure to have had the opportunity to
meet and/or work with some of you already.

Wentworth Road seems like a dividing line
between rural harmony and the chaotic devel-
opment of suburbia to the west. I believe that
the main reason most of us choose to live in La
Cebadilla is because we enjoy the privacy of

Architectural Committee

rural life, along with the proximity to nearby
mountains, trails and the Saguaro National Park
(all within walking distance from our doorsteps).
What allows us this privacy is not only our distance
from the busy city, but also the vegetation that
surrounds our homes. Vegetation gives our homes
a more secluded feel, minimizes noise from the
roadways, and provides some shade in the heat
of the summer. This desert vegetation is a unique
part of La Cebadilla. When this vegetation is
removed, it takes a long time to once again regain
the natural look, if it is even possible at all.   

When a home was being built on lot #27, a
new construction in 2004, a utility line had to
be laid along the front of the property and most
of the natural vegetation across the front of the
lot was destroyed in the process. Back then, I
was a new Architectural Committee member. I
received many queries by concerned neighbors
about the stripped landscape. Upon contacting
the owner, I was assured that a revegetation
plan was in the works. I invite you to drive by lot
#27 today. It is hard to believe that the entire
front area of this lot used to be bare. It is also
reassuring to know the desert can be revegetated
with time and dedication. I wish to thank Mr. &
Mrs. Rupkey, owners of lot #27, for a job well
done. The selection of native vegetation and
design that they chose reflects their true under-
standing of the Sonoran Desert and LCE’s style. 

Between November 2007 and October 2008,
the Architectural Committee reviewed and approved
the following requests from homeowners:
• 1 New House Plan • 1 New Swimming Pool
• 1 Barn & Arena • 1 Front Entry Gate 
• 1 Expansion to House • 1 Secondary Entry Gate
• 1 Entrance way • 1 Carport Enclosure 
• 1 Partial Landscape • 4 Exterior Paint Colors

Plan for New Home 

I would like to thank my Architectural Committee
members: Ashlie Jenkins, Anne Snodgrass and
Elizabeth Campion for all their help.
Pat Napombejra,
Chairperson
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Family Lake Party 2008
A. Mike Headrick and his bluegrass band   B. Adrien Martin   C. Wiffleball!   D. A big
swing at the piñata.   E. Kirk Emerson   F. Melissa Rimsza, modeling the latest Spring Picnic
fashions   G.Tina Baba   H. Lisa and Rebecca Rimsza   I. New resident Sandie Witthoft
and family   J. The arts and crafts table   K. Hannah Baba having her face painted
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Holiday Party 2008
L. Jeffrey Spier, Jean-Paul Sonderer, Marie-Veronique Martin   M. Chan and Michelle Kershner
N. Bud and Sharon Inorio   O. Mark Goldberg and Toni Esquibel P. New residents, 
Kendall SummerHawk and Richard Shapiro   Q. Mike and Betty Headrick   R. Maarten and
Mary Kalway   S. Sibo Bopp, Jessie and Austin Kenyon   T. Stephen Parker and Marian
Mosher   U. Ron Wright, George Radnothy and Sheryl Foster   V. Harpist at the Kershner
residence   W. Aerial view of the hors-d’oeuvres table  X. Kay Ratliff   Y. Bob Ratliff

W X Y



The annual lake cleanup took place in the spring.
As usual, only the Lake Committee members
participated, although this year we also hired a
group of workers to help with cutting, trimming
and raking. Thanks in large part to Rob Temple,
we also began a program of periodic spraying of
the cattails to keep them under control, which
seems to be working.

Lake Committee
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Cactus Security Service provides security for the
lake and is scheduled to end at the end of
November. There have been no problems or
complaints with the service, and nonresident
fisherman and trespassers have been confronted,
and, in at least one instance, chased around the
lake. Cactus Security provides a three-times-
weekly visit to the lake area at a cost of $46.50
per weekend. We hire them from the end of
March to November when we get most of the
trespassers by the lake. Their phone number is
322-8155, and they can be called at any time
for security visits during this season. We will be
exploring the most cost-effective way of providing
security service for the upcoming season. 
Eric Outwater,
Chairperson

Lake Security

The Family Lake Party, held in April, was a blast.
We had a fantastic turnout of over 100 of our
neighbors. The children had a great time with
activities for them like the Arts & Crafts table,
Mr. Willy the balloon man, a face painter, a
piñata and wiffleball. For our entertainment, we
also had Mike Headrick’s Bluegrass Band and
they were great. On our menu were hamburgers
and hotdogs and everything that goes with
them. I would like to say thank you to all that
came to the picnic and made it an enjoyable
event with special thanks to all the neighbors
that helped me organize the event and that
helped out on the day. You guys are GREAT!
Tina Baba,
Cochairperson

This year’s holiday party was held at the home
of Michelle and Charles Kershner, a beautifully
constructed new house which they designed to
replace the lot’s original one. The home lent itself
very well to the acoustics of Ms. Vivone, who
played the harp throughout the evening. Sir Paul
McCartney sent a beautiful three-foot bouquet
as a centerpiece. Thank you Sir Paul. Wine and
desserts brought by guests augmented the catered
and homemade appetizers supplied by Custom
Catering and others. A bouquet of flowers and
cake were set aside to recognize Donna Byers’
25th year as treasurer to La Cebadilla. Thank
you Donna! The bartender this year was Jim
Ridgley, who tirelessly opened the wines, beers
and sodas at the night’s busiest spot. The
attendance was strong, and everyone seemed
to delight in visiting with old friends, catching up
on the past year’s news, and in meeting our
new neighbors. Many thanks to Susan Peterson,
Mickie Gelsinger, Marian Mosher for their help.
And thanks to the Kershners for opening their
home to us.

The committee supplied coffee, cookies and
small refreshments for the annual meeting held
in November at the Tanque Verde Elementary
school. Attendance was small. Hopefully, next
year more people will join in and support our
Board Members and committees to keep our
unique neighborhood and sense of community
strong. Happy New Year to all.
Jan Ridgley,
Cochairperson

Social Committee The biggest problem with the lake is that the
north end is very shallow which allows sunlight
to penetrate down to the sediment, causing
excessive growth of all species growing out of
the bottom, including the cattails and algae. This
is why much of the lake becomes covered in algae
in August and September. The ultimate solution
is to drain the lake, bring in heavy equipment,
remove all the cattails and significantly deepen
the north end. However, this is also very expensive
(see last year’s report for the various options). In
the past, the grass carp (white amur) kept most
of the algae under control. When they died off,
we were told Game and Fish would not allow us
to restock them. However, thanks again to Rob,
we found out that we are allowed to restock the
lake with grass carp, as long as we have a barrier
to keep them from being carried into the Tanque
Verde wash after a heavy rain. We have thus
installed a fence across the spillway and have
recently restocked the lake with 50 white amur.
Hopefully, this will buy us a few years before we
have to reconsider the expensive option.

Otherwise, the lake has held up quite well.
Water is still running over the spillway. We will
be doing another cattail spraying this fall and
again in spring. We plan to have our annual lake
cleanup in the spring, probably sometime near
the end of March.
Joe Seeger,
Chairperson

It does seem like we have solved the termite
problem of our mailbox stands with the use of
composition 4X4’s for the “in ground” portion.
None of the stands we have planted in the last
4 years have shown any termite damage or
other problems. However, when I look around
the subdivision I still see a few of the old stands
that are pretty termite ridden and should be
replaced. I hesitate to prove the truth of my
observation and push them over because someone
might want me to dig the hole to plant a new
one and, as I have said in each of the past
reports, “I don’t do holes.” I’m really not looking
for more work but some of our stands look pretty
shabby. Also, if any of you would like to spruce
up your old stands I will be happy to supply you
with the necessary stain and paint and even
throw in a couple paint brushes. Just give me a
call and I will be happy to make you up a paint
kit. If you need a new stand give me about 3
days notice cause I have to rout and paint the
number boards and attach the composite 4x4’s.
The paint kit can be furnished by the time you
drive over to get it.

Since my last report, we have replaced seven
stands because of termite damage, four stands
destroyed by being struck by vehicles and
furnished one complete unit to a newly constructed
home. Actually, this is considered another good
year cause we lost only one box due to vandalism.
For your information one complete mail box unit
costs about $100 for materials.

I still have the name of a person who will
install mailbox stands for $100. That includes:
fetching the stand from my house, digging the
hole, planting the stand, installing the box and
bringing the damaged stand back to my place
so I can salvage the bolts and some of the 4x4’s.
Give me a call if you are interested (749 3967).
Bob Buffington,
Chairperson

Mail Box Committee

Your directory is a handy guide to La Cebadilla
information. Consult the front pages for a roster
of committee chairpersons, the dates of the
board meetings and of the family lake party and
the holiday party, as well as emergency numbers
and a list of baby and animal sitters in La
Cebadilla. The directory contains a map of La
Cebadilla showing lot numbers and hiking and
horse trails, as well as the deed restrictions.

Warm thanks to Sandy Napombejra for helping
me gather e-mail addresses for the directory.
For any corrections or additions to the listings,
please contact me at: moniquekornell@gmail.com
Monique Kornell, 
Chairperson

Directory Committee

Residents Jim and Donna Byers recorded 17.8
inches of rain in LCE for 2008. As in past years,
that is more than the total rainfall recorded at Tucson
International Airport, which in 2008 was 8.67
inches. According to the Tucson Citizen, one gauge
near Grant and Swan measured 14.41 inches.

2008 Rainfall Totals
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During the prior year, the Association maintained
a contract with Safari Landscape Maintenance
for biweekly service to provide cleanup, weed
spraying, tree trimming and general maintenance
on the La Cebadilla medians and street corners.
The cost for this contract was generally $345
per month with a small additional charge for the
months in which pre-emergent spraying was done.

My observations of the condition of the
medians and corners is that the work they perform
is satisfactory but if anyone has a particular
concern about a corner or median, please let
me know. I have spoken or written letters to the
owner of Safari on four occasions asking him to
replace the rocks at the corner of Rinconado
and Sorgo which was damaged during the utility
work for the subdivision at the northern border
of La Cebadilla Estates. He had agreed to do the
work for $250 after he personally inspected the
damage. However, his crew has not completed
the work and Paul Gelsinger thought he and a
couple of other residents could probably repair
the damage. 
Donna Byers,
Acting Chairperson

Landscape Committee

Bette Singer, a pioneer resident of our community,
died on July 12, 2008 from complications of
dialysis. In 1975, Bette and her husband Jerry
built the first house in LCE. Bette was well
known for her deep sea diving adventures. She
set the world record for women divers at 310
feet in 1961 off the coast of Andros Island in
the Bahamas. Bette is survived by her husband
Jerry, daughter Melanie, son David, daughter-
in-law Lucy, and four grandchildren. She is also
survived by LCE residents Bill and Mary Singer
who are Bette’s husband’s brother and wife.
The community extends our sympathy to the
Singer family.
Janelle Larsen

In Memory

Tim and Candi Baranski just moved to Tucson
from the small town of Preston, WA (about 20
miles straight east of Seattle). They selected La
Cebadilla to live in, largely in part because of
the amazing trail access to ride their Tennessee
Walking Horses right into the Park and also
because of the beautiful scenery. Tim is a
retired Mechanical Engineer who now (and for
the past eight years) trains horses professionally.
And Candi works full time for a company that
designs and fabricates exhibits for museums,
interpretive centers, history and cultural centers
and visitors centers around the country. Tim
enjoys hunting over his German Shorthair Pointers
and Candi is an avid tennis player and loves to
cook. They both love gardening, although, by
their own admission, have a lot to learn about
desert gardening, which is very different from
gardening in the Pacific Northwest, where
everything gets watered hourly!

New Neighbors

The newsletter is an important way of staying
in touch with our community. In it, the reports
of committee members given at the annual
meeting are published as well as local issues
and reminders. If you are a new neighbor, send
us a short biography. If you have pictures to
share of La Cebadilla events or of wildlife or our
beautiful natural setting, e-mail them to me at
moniquekornell@gmail.com (high-resolution
files are best). Feel free to send in articles of
local interest for the newsletter.

I am taking over the reins as editor of the
newsletter, which was ably edited for many
years by Janelle Larsen with the help of Mary
Singer from at least 1991 to 2007. Anne
Snodgrass, served as interim editor last year as
well as president. Janelle’s daughter, Lisa
Erickson continues to do the layout. Our sincere
thanks to them for all their efforts.
Monique Kornell,
Chairperson

Newsletter Committee

There were eight new residents. Seven of the
eight were contacted either in person, by phone
or by mail. Two visits were made upon request.
If others still wish a visit you only need to call.

A Welcome visit provides information about
our neighborhood and surrounding area that
you haven’t received from other sources and a
Welcome gift. If I have missed anyone, please
contact me.

As always, welcome to LCE.
Susan Peterson, 
Chairperson

Welcoming Committee

Buffelgrass is not native to Arizona. It comes
from the savannahs of Africa where fire plays a
part in the natural environment. Fire is not part
of the Sonoran Desert ecosystem. The plants
and animals that live in this desert did not
evolve with fire and there is little in the Sonoran
Desert that can fuel a wildfire–not until buffel-
grass arrived. Introduced in the 1930’s for
livestock and later used for erosion control it has
now spread throughout southern and central Arizona.

When buffelgrass burns, the flames kill
surrounding native vegetation and wildlife. It is 
a particularly serious threat to the Saguaro
cactus, the iconic plant of the Sonoran Desert
Eco-region and is extremely detrimental to
desert tortoise and mule deer habitats. It does
not kill itself though and it will sprout again and
fill in the areas destroyed by fire. It grows in
dense clumps and has thick roots. Surrounding
native plants are often destroyed because it out
competes them for water. Buffelgrass burns so
readily and with such intense heat that our
homes are also at risk. 

The peril is so imminent that there is a concerted
effort throughout Southern Arizona to eradicate
this invasive plant. It has been declared a noxious
weed by the State of Arizona and the U.S.
Government. Local governments, including
Pima County and the City of Tucson have joined

Buffelgrass
A danger to our community

Continued on page 8

forces to combat this deadly and dangerous
weed. While it is true that most of the buffelgrass
infestations are currently on public lands, it is
imperative to the safety of our homes and property
that it be removed from private property as well.
As this article goes to publication, Pima County
is considering an ordinance the will require
private landowners to remove buffelgrass from
their property.

The first step in eliminating buffelgrass is to
properly identify it. There are various websites,
publications, and other resources available to
assist you with identification. These are listed at
end of this article. Once it is identified, there are
only two effective ways to eradicate the plant.
One is to dig it out and bag it. You can do this at
any time of the year and you only need a pointed
shovel or pry-bar. It is easier to dig out when
the ground is damp and be sure to get the whole
root or it will grow back. The other method is to
use an herbicide containing Glyphosate
(Roundup is one). Herbicides should be used
only as directed on the container and care
should be taken not to spray native plants. You
should note that herbicides will not work when
the plant is dormant, so the best time to spray
is when the plant begins to green up (during
winter rainy season and the monsoons). However,
you should not use Roundup near a wetland or
riparian area where there may be amphibians
(e.g. leopard frogs) because it can have an
adverse effect on these creatures. There are
other herbicides, such as Rodeo, that are safer
to use in these areas.

La Cebadilla Estates has a Buffelgrass
Committee that is ready and willing to help you
identify the buffelgrass infestations on your
property and help you develop a plan for its
removal. The committee members are Herb
Trossman: herb62@earthlink.net, phone: 749-
5825; Jim Byers: jamesmbyers@netscape.net,
phone: 749-4214; or Rob Temple:
rctemple@msn.com, phone: 544-9086.
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I became treasurer in 1983 shortly after we bought
our lot in LCE. We built our home in 1985. I have
been a CPA for 40 years as of May 2008. When
we bought our lot in here, approximately one half
of all lots were vacant land. During the 1983 flood,
water covered the lower part of La Cebadilla loop.
Marcia Lopez was president at the time we
became lot owners. She found out I was a CPA
and asked me to help her with sending the dues
notice out in 1983. I did help her and it was such
a big job because they hadn’t kept up the mailing
list. At that point I should have said I would not
be treasurer but the treasurer before me was
married to someone in LCE and they were divorced
and he got the house and she moved out, so
there was no treasurer. Also I discovered that tax
returns had not been filed for the association
from the beginning and although the corporation
is a nonprofit under Arizona law, homeowners
associations are a special type of tax-exempt
entity which do have to pay taxes. I filed all the
back tax returns (about 8 years) and managed

Donna Byers–25 Years as LCE Treasurer

The Tucson Audubon Society conducts a fund raising event called a birdathon
each spring. Teams of birders assemble and members of the teams solicit
pledges for each bird species identified on a particular day by the team. For
the past two years, La Cebadilla residents have formed a team called the
“La Cebadilla Cuckoos.”

This year the team members were Julia Grover and her daughter, Maya
Barrey (2 years old), Judy Temple, Monique Kornell, Jeffrey Spier and Jacob
(9 years old), Herb Trossman and Pat Trossman. On May 11, 2008 the
Cuckoos assembled at the picnic area near the La Cebadilla Lake and
strolled up Tanque Verde Creek (it was dry) and then to the Spring Lot and
finally back to the picnic area. The team birded for about 4 hours at a
leisurely pace and identified 36 bird species. The team plans to better its
mark in 2009 and if you are interested in joining this exclusive group for a
not very intense birding experience contact me.
Herb Trossman

Birding in La Cebadilla

Buffelgrass
Continued from page 7

to get out of all the penalties.
The most memorable era since we have lived

here was the problem with the person who owned
109 parrots. We were forced to take her to court
because two lot owners threatened to sue us
because they couldn’t sell their property. Every
time anyone came near their lots, the parrots
made a terrible noise. You could hear it over a
mile away. However, some homeowners were
friends of hers and bitterly fought the board’s
actions. We were truly between a rock and hard
place. However, the court sided with the HOA
deed restrictions and she was required to
remove the birds. But that wasn’t easy either as
she removed them and then brought them back
during a cold snap.

The most enjoyable part of this job is getting
to know new residents first because I have to
provide information to the Title Companies
when lots change hands.
Donna Byers

Here are some websites that contain information
on buffelgrass identification:
Buffelgrass Information Center: 
http://buffelgrass.org/identification.php
Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum:
http://www.desertmuseum.org/invaders/
invaders_buffelgrass.htm
USGS Natural Research Program: 
http://wwwpaztcn.wr.usgs.gov/buffelgrass/
removal.html
Herb Trossman

Maya Barrey & Herb Trossman practicing binocular technique
in preparation for a birdathon.

Buffelgrass dried out, and burning.


