To:  LCE Board of Directors

From:  Peter Ronstadt,  Security and Safety Committee

November 7, 2009

Subject:  Annual Report

Since November of last year, no significant crime or safety issues were brought to my  attention.  

Crime

There didn’t seem to be any burglary or theft patterns. One attempted  midday burglary in late spring on the west side of  Cebadilla Loop was thwarted when the homeowner observed suspicious activity from his upstairs bedroom window. The activity was a relatively common M.O.—A car parked at the end of the driveway, individual got out, approached the house on foot, rang the doorbell and knocked.  When no one answered, the suspect spoke by handie talkie to those in the car, then went around the back of the house. The homeowner armed himself and went downstairs in time to see a masked individual attempting entry via a patio door.  The suspect  saw the homeowner and fled to a car containing two other men which was parked at the end of the residence driveway.  The car took off with the homeowner in pursuit in his own vehicle.  He used his cell phone to call the PCSD and  followed the suspects north across Redington on Rinconado past Sorgo.  Since  the suspects had no place to escape, he and the deputies were waiting for them when they turned around.  Deputies recovered property from a burglary in the Northwest Tucson area earlier that day. Although the three suspects failed to appear after pretrial release, two were subsequently re-arrested.  One will be doing 4-6 years after a plea bargain; the second is scheduled for sentencing later this year; the third individual is still at large. It was probably bad luck for the burglars that the homeowner happened to be a retired TPD Officer.

Late this summer, an unusual burglary attempt occurred at a residence on Camino Cartamo which had been unoccupied since the death last spring of the owner.   In this case, a close neighbor who knew the late owner and his family saw a large rental moving truck by the house, and subsequently saw a man and a woman acting as though they were preparing to load items from the house into the truck.  PCSD was called, but the individuals disappeared before deputies could confront them.  The following day, although the daughter of the late owner was at the house, the two suspects returned.  Deputies did likewise.  The pair told deputies that they had rented this house over the internet, with instructions to remove the contents and give them to charity before occupying the house themselves, and that it now appeared that they had been defrauded.   After checking, the deputies arrested the two for outstanding warrants.  The male suspect was subsequently extradited to Virginia to face fraud charges.  Deputies advised that the individuals were believed to be involved in other similar frauds in the Tucson area and credited the alert neighbor with helping to put a stop to their activities.  This and the previous incident are mentioned here as examples of how an alert neighborhood can be a real deterrent  to criminal activity.  We have, in fact, had several other instances where suspicious activity was reported to the PCSD, and individuals in question were interviewed by deputies.  I am quite sure that at lest a few would-be thieves were persuaded to look elsewhere as a result.

Other Issues

Due to the continuing warm, dry and windy weather, we are still at high risk for brushfires.  Of particular concern is what appears to be an increase in foot traffic through the area, both by road and along the washes and trails.  Most of these are transients; some are camped on Federal land up in the pass, and some are camping on private property.   Often they build campfires.  Please continue to report instances of this kind—to the PCSD if on your property, or to me if on adjacent land.  We’ll try to contact the landowners in the latter cases and obtain their cooperation.  In some instances, it is a civil violation for a property owner to allow long-term camping on the property.  In any case, fire danger makes it something we need to be aware of and try to remedy.

We appear to have a larger-than-usual number of vacant houses and construction sites, both of which are potential crime targets. To the extent that you can, please try to increase your awareness of the activity around these locations and record or report suspicious activity. 

There don’t appear to be any other significant safety issues, other than the usual ones of speeding, and uncontrolled dogs.  The neighborhood grapevine has helped return several lost or strayed neighborhood dogs to their homes, and in that regard I am passing along a suggestion to dog owners.  Pet Smart and other pet supply stores print metal dog name tags, to which you might want to add the initials “LCE” and your lot number.  This won’t mean much to anyone but another area resident who might be able to contact you without having to go through Pima County Animal Control, which might result in a citation.

If you have questions, concerns or suggestions, please don’t hesitate to call or email me. 

