2011 Tanque Verde Valley Issues Report - Part I
Tanque Verde Creek Important Bird Area.


After a year of study along the Tanque Verde Creek by volunteer Audubon birders, the creek has been designated an Important Bird Area (IBA) in an expanded Sabino/Tanque Verde Watershed IBA.

The Important Bird Areas Program (IBA) is a global effort to identify and conserve areas that are vital to birds and other biodiversity. By working with Audubon chapters, landowners, public agencies, community groups, and other non-profits, Audubon endeavors to interest and activate a broad network of supporters to ensure that all Important Bird Areas are properly managed and conserved. 

Important Bird Areas are sites that provide essential habitat for one or more species of bird. IBAs include sites for breeding, wintering, and/or migrating birds. IBAs may be a few acres or thousands of acres, but usually they are discrete sites that stand out from the surrounding landscape. IBAs may include public or private lands, or both, and they may be protected or unprotected. 

To qualify as an Important Bird Area, sites must satisfy at least one of the following criteria. The site must support: 

· Species of conservation concern (e.g. threatened and endangered species) 

· Restricted-ranges species (species vulnerable because they are not widely distributed) 

· Species that are vulnerable because their populations are concentrated in one general habitat type or biome 

· Species, or groups of similar species (such as waterfowl or shorebirds), that are vulnerable because they occur at high densities due to their congregatory behavior 

Identification of a site as an IBA indicates its unique importance for birds. The IBA identification process provides a data-driven means for cataloging the most important sites for birds throughout the country and the world. The use of a hierarchical classification system further helps to establish priorities for conservation efforts.

Priority IBA - Sabino/Tanque Verde watershed 
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Potential for conservation and protection in southern Arizona: The greater Sabino/Tanque Verde watershed, particularly County and private lands with significant remaining high quality riparian and upland Sonoran habitat or high groundwater levels. Securing ecosystem health and function, and achieving habitat conservation and protection for wildlife is our goal here.
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Riparian wash
	[image: image3.jpg]



Adjacent bosque


Species of concern in the Sabino/Tanque Verde watershed
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Elf Owl. Jim Burns
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Abert's Towhee. James Prudente

	[image: image6.jpg]



Bell's Vireo. Jim Burns
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Gilded Flicker. James Prudente


2011 Tanque Verde Valley Issues Report - Part II

The Friends of Redington Pass (FRP) continues to work on improving conditions on Redington Pass. This fall it received its tax-exempt status from the IRS as a non-profit organization and is now reaching out for members and seeking contributions to support its work. We want to thank LCE for becoming the first organizational member of FRP. 

FRP co-sponsored field research as part of the National Park Service’s BioBlitz in Tucson on October, leading a bird inventory team close to the Tanque Verde Creek in Saguaro National Park East. We saw over 200 individual birds representing 24 species that morning. We also participated in research for the Important Bird Area designation for the Tanque Verde. FRP hopes to sponsor its first bird walk in the Pass this spring.
FRP continues to pursue the “adoption” of Redington Road, Rt 371, from the west entrance cattle guard to Mile Marker 10. The Catalina Ranger District is working on signage and a special use permit for FRP to start organizing clean up days.

The Coronado Forest Plan (CNF) Revision will be issued this fall and FRP will be reviewing it to see how its comments were received and integrated into the plan. There will be a 45 day comment period and we will be encouraging members to comment on the revised plan. CNF’s travel management plan process for 2012 will begin early this winter and FRP will be monitoring that development as well and making comments. 

We have been meeting monthly and are developing a strategy to encourage resolution of the recreational shooting problems on the Pass. We are also working toward a collaborative area management planning process. 

